
 

Understanding the Prospective
Payment System (PPS) Rate for
Certified Community Behavioral
Health Centers (CCBHCs)

CCBHCs are specialized behavioral health providers dedicated to
offering comprehensive services for individuals with mental health and
substance use disorders. These centers adhere to stringent standards
set by SAMHSA and Georgia's DBHDD, playing a vital role in delivering
integrated, evidence-based care to their communities.

Understanding the FundingMechanism:

To effectively serve their communities, it is crucial to comprehend the
funding mechanism in place for CCBHCs. This is where the
Prospective Payment System (PPS) rate comes into play. Unlike a
fee-for-service model with a flat rate, the PPS rate is based on the
actual cost of providing services to individuals. This unique funding
model increases the sustainability of community services and serves
as a primary driver for the CCBHC model.

What is the PPS Rate?

The PPS rate refers to the fixed payment amount that CCBHCs
receive for each beneficiary they serve on a given day. It is a
pre-determined rate established to cover the costs associated with
providing comprehensive services, including mental health and
substance use disorder treatments. The rate considers factors such
as the scope of services offered, the local cost of care, and the
unique needs of the population served by CCBHCs.



Services Covered by the PPS Rate:

CCBHCs provide a wide range of services, including outpatient
mental health and substance use services, peer and recovery
support services, crisis services, screening and assessment, care
coordination, and other supportive services. The PPS rate aims to
cover the costs associated with delivering these services and ensure
the provision of high-quality care.

Certification Process:

To qualify for the PPS rate, CCBHCs must undergo a certification
process that includes meeting specific criteria established by
SAMHSA and DBHDD. This process ensures that CCBHCs adhere to
high standards of care and service delivery.

Calculation and Benefits of the PPS Rate:

The calculation of the PPS rate is based on a combination of
historical costs and anticipated service utilization. This methodology
helps determine a reasonable and fair payment amount for each
day a person is served by the CCBHC. The PPS rate offers several
advantages, including financial stability for CCBHCs, allowing them
to maintain and expand services. It also promotes access and
quality, ensuring that the right service is available at the right time to
meet the needs of individuals with behavioral health disorders.

Moving towards Value-Based Care:

CCBHCs represent a step towards value-based care, where quality
measures and outcomes are continuously measured to improve
and drive service delivery. The benefit of the CCBHC model is that
reimbursement rates are set to meet the demand for service costs,
increased staffing capacity, and the ability to attract and retain
quality staff.

The Prospective Payment System (PPS) rate is the key component of
funding for Certified Community Behavioral Health Centers
(CCBHCs). It enables CCBHCs to deliver comprehensive, integrated
care to individuals with mental health and substance use disorders
in their communities. By providing a fixed payment amount per day,
per beneficiary, the PPS rate ensures the financial sustainability of
CCBHCs and supports the provision of high-quality services.


